
BNN NEWSLETTER 

January  to  June
2022 Update

FROM THE FORMER NGO SENATOR

Osmany  Sa las
It was with mixed feelings that I wrote to 
you earlier this year to share that I was
stepping down as Senator representing 
NGOs effective February 28th 2022.

I have accepted an opportunity to work for the World Wildlife
Fund to lead the Project Finance for Permanence (PFP) in Belize.

This PFP is a momentous opportunity for Belize to boldly
address threats to our iconic marine and coastal reef system
and ensure its long-term conservation as well as the benefits
and beauty it provides to Belizeans. It will help us protect and
rehabilitate these ecosystems and thus secure productive and
sustainable fisheries, recover our nature-based tourism sector,
and strengthen our natural resilience to climate change. The PFP
represents a shared desire to work together to implement and
continuously improve the sustainability of Belize’s marine and
coastal areas as a home to incredible biodiversity and a
foundation to a sustainable, nature-based economy.

My role as PFP Lead will involve leading/overseeing discussions
and negotiations with the Government of Belize, among other
activities. Therefore, to avoid any conflict of interest, or even the
perception of such, I submitted my letter of resignation to our
Steering Committee. I commenced my duties as PFP Lead on
the 1st March 2022.
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SENATOR ELECTIONS

Developed TORs and Code of Conduct for the
Senator and BNN Steering Committee;
Defined a process for the nomination and election of
NGO Senator, as well as for members of the BNN
Steering Committee, and for the selection of BNN
representatives to serve on Government Boards, task
forces and committees;
Developed a Strategic Plan and website for the BNN;
Supported the process to incorporate the BNN as a
non-profit organization under the Companies Act;
Secured funding for BNN Secretariat support, as well
as the services of a Good Governance Advisor;
Established a BNN Good Governance Committee to
oversee the advancement of BNN’s good governance
objectives (i.e., promoting effective public
participation, advocating for effective governance
institutions, and for reform of essential oversight
mechanisms);
Participated in the process to modernize the
Standing Orders of the Senate;
Co-authored a Joint Declaration of the Social
Partners of Belize for the Reform of Essential
Oversight Mechanisms to strengthen the democratic
governance of Belize.
With the support of the other Social Partner
Senators, raised public awareness about the need for
Constitutional reform and advocated against
piecemeal Constitutional amendments;
Co-led the ICJ Referendum Education Campaign
along with the University of Belize and other Social
Partner Senators; among other achievements.

I have had the honour and privilege to serve as Senator
for 5 years (since January 2017). We have accomplished
much during this time, including:

While we have accomplished much, there is still a lot to
do. I commit to support the process to elect my
successor, as well as to ensure a smooth transition and
handing-over process.

I have thoroughly enjoyed engaging with the broader
BNN membership and working with the Steering
Committee of the Belize Network of NGOs. My
experiences over the past 5 years have been invaluable. I
am eternally grateful for having had the opportunity to
represent and serve you.

This is not a goodbye. I look forward to continuing the
engagement with our NGO community as we work
together to advance the sustainable human development
of our Belize.

.

On February 10th, 2022, the call for Senator
nominations was made.  Nomination deadline was
February 25th, 2022. 

Five nominations for two persons were received. The
Nominees were:

1. Janelle Chanona, received 3 nominations (1.
National Garifuna Council, 2. Belize Audubon Society
and 3. Belize Tourism Industry Association).

2. Dr. Sharmayne Saunders, received 2 nominations
(1. Haven House and 2. Turneffe Atoll Sustainability
Association). 

Of the thirty-one votes cast, Chanona received 21
votes while Dr. Saunders received 10 votes. The
election process and results were supervised and
audited by Swift and Associates.
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FROM THE NEW NGO SENATOR

Janelle Chanona

Since election on March 11th, 2022, the work as your representative has been 
both constant and fulfilling. I reiterate my commitment to work hard to maintain
the confidence you’ve placed in me. I also thank you for your invaluable 
support expressed through feedback and engagement to the matters brought 
before the Senate.

My first set of meetings included the draft estimates of revenue and expenditure for fiscal year
2022/2023 (the budget) and Cannabis Control and Licensing. While in some regard this can be
categorized as "baptism by fire", I am proud to share that those weighty issues were significantly
lightened by our membership. As an example, your participation in our poll and via individual feedback to
the Cannabis Control and Licensing Bill were insightful, which meaningfully bolstered our presentation on
this Bill to the Senate. Many of you expressed several thought provoking questions and unbiased
concerns that deserved to be addressed. The Bill ultimately passed in the Senate, but it has not been
signed into law. 

On that note, like the rest of the nation, we continue to follow closely the process initiated by religious
leaders on this issue. We recognize that a referendum is a democratic expression of our collective
position. And on such an issue, the outcome would demand our collective respect, be it for or against
legalization. In that context, I take this opportunity to stress the critical importance of your engagement
on these issues. We will continue to immediately share all materials scheduled to come before both the
House of Representatives and the Senate to afford you as much time as possible to review proposed Bills
and Motions and subsequently provide feedback.

Most recently, this week’s Senate meeting saw the passage of the Belize Companies Bill, 2022. The draft
followed extensive consultations with the business community. The Bill is designed to modernize the
existing law, which was introduced in 1914. As you’ll note, many of the amendments therefore provide for
online and electronic submissions. But notably, there are also more fundamental changes like increasing
the rights of minority shareholders even in family companies. 

Please find the full list of Motions and Bills that have been tabled in the Senate since January 2022 to
June 2022 for your ease of reference. 

BNN SEEKS TO PROMOTE GOOD
GOVERNANCE IN BELIZE THROUGH
ADVOCACY, OPEN AND EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION, AND MEANINGFUL
AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN
REFORMING OUR SYSTEM OF
GOVERNANCE.

BNN IS THE UNIFIED VOICE OF NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN
BELIZE ADVOCATING GOOD
GOVERNANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.

Our MISSION Our VISION



- BILLS (1):
  1. General Revenue Supplementary Appropriation (2021/2022) (No. 3) Bill, 2022

- MOTIONS (2)
  1.Resolution Authorizing the Ratification by Belize of the Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty  
     Measures to Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Motion, 2022.
     Domestic Violence in Belize Motion, 2022.

- BILLS (8):
   1. General Revenue Supplementary Appropriation (2021/2022) (No. 4) Bill, 2022. (Excel Document)
   2. Central Bank of Belize (Amendment) Bill, 2022.
   3. Development Finance Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2022.
   4. Indictable Procedure (Amendment) Bill, 2022.
   5. Inferior Courts (Amendment) Bill, 2022.
   6. Protection of Witnesses Bill, 2022.
   7. Fisheries Resources (Amendment) Bill, 2022.

Kindly note that a copy of the proposed amendments to be moved in the Committee of the Whole Senate on
the Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Bill 2021, which was withheld in the Senate at the Meeting on 28 Oct.
2021, was also discussed.   

The Supplementary Appropriation (No.4) Schedule for Fiscal Year 2021/2022, and the General Revenue
Supplementary Appropriation (2021/2022) (No. 4) Bill, 2022 was also included in this Senate package.

- PAPERS (2)
   Supplementary Appropriation (No.4) Schedule for Fiscal Year 2021/2022. (Excel Document)
   Development Finance Corporation – Annual Report for the Year 2020.

 
- ATTACHMENTS FOR THE MOTION (3):
  Contract Part I – Special Conditions
  Contract Part II – General Conditions
  Contract Part III- Annex
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February 9th, 2022

March 18th, 2022

S E N A T E  M O T I O N S  A N D  B I L L S
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- Bills 
   1. General Revenue Appropriation (2022/2023) Bill, 2022.
   2. Village Councils (Amendment) Bill, 2022.
   3. Cannabis and Industrial Hemp Control and Licensing Bill, 2022.

- Papers
   Draft Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for Fiscal Year 2022/2023.

-  Bills
    Lotteries Control (Amendment) Regulations, 2022.

- Motions
   1.  Loan Agreement for the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development - Climate Resilient and    
        Sustainable Agriculture Project – (US$25 Million) Loan Motion, 2022.
    2. CURRICULUM VITAES for the Members of the Integrity Commission Motion. (7 items as it is 7 Motions )
    3.  Civil Works Contract Agreements for the Caracol Road Upgrading Project – Lots 2A, 2B and 2C. 

- Bills
   Belize Companies Bill, 2022.

- Motions
  Loan Agreement International Bank for Reconstruction and Development - Belize COVID-19 Response 
   Project – (US$6.2 Million).
 
   Protocol to Amend the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas Establishing the Caribbean Community, including 
   the CARICOM Single Market and Economy to Allow Enhanced Cooperation Among Member States and to 
    Address Related Issues.
 
   Protocol to Amend Article 32 of the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas Establishing the Caribbean 
   Community, including the CARICOM Single Market and Economy.
 
- Papers
   Hol Chan Marine Reserve Annual Budget for financial year April 1, 2022, to March 31, 2023.

June 29th, 2022

March 30th, 2022

May 20th, 2022

S E N A T E  M O T I O N S  A N D  B I L L S  C O N T . . .
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Dr. Elma Kay

Thank you all for the support and the confidence you placed in me 
to lead what will soon be the first Board of Directors for our Belize 
Network of NGOs (BNN). Serving as the Secretary of the BNN 
Steering Committee (SC) over the past year has been a rich and enlightening experience. I thank past
Senator Osmany Salas, our new Senator Janelle Chanona, SC Chairman Andre Carrillo, all the other
members of the SC, and our Coordinator, Estela, with whom I have had the pleasure to serve. These
individuals opened my eyes to the myriad of governance issues we face in Belize, but above all, our
power as a collective and our immense potential as a transformative force in Belize’s still young
democracy. 

Though I come from the environmental sector, I am deeply passionate about many social issues
including diversity and inclusion, women’s rights, and education amongst others . Therefore, with the
new team I look forward to meeting you and learning about you and from you. In the meantime, as the
Board elect, we will work with the SC and our Senator to transition and ready us for our new role once
the incorporation is complete. We will soon reach out to get your views on prioritizing within our
strategic plan the work that will most assist to create the enabling environment our organizations need
to free time and energy for our joint good governance work. Please remember that BNN provides you
with a space to sensitize, discuss and act, so do not hesitate to reach out.

 

B N N  I N C O R P O R A T I O N  A N D  L E T T E R  F R O M
C H A I R ,  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

After many months of discussions on the formal registration of the Belize Network of NGOs and revisions
of the Memorandum of Association and Articles of Association,  a poll was sent to members on April
29th, 2022  to finalize the decision process on the formal registration / incorporation of BNN.   Majority of
the members approved to proceed with the formal registration / incorporation of the Belize Network of
NGOs.    The process was initiated by the legal team.

With the incorporation proceeding, the Steering Committee opened a call, on May 5th, 2022, to the
membership to nominate the new BNN Board of Directors.  The positions of the Board of Directors
included Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, and Media Relations Officer. 

The new Board of Directors was selected on May 22nd, 2022. The process to complete incorporation
concluded on July 22nd, 2022. The new Board of Directors of the Belize Network of NGOs is now officially
installed. 

 

BNN Incorporation

From the Chair, BOD



Treasurer: The Scouts Association of Belize
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Dr Elma Kay - Dr. Elma is the first Managing Director of the Belize Maya Forest Trust, an NGO entrusted
with the stewardship and management of Belize’s second largest private protected area, the Belize
Maya Forest. She is also a co-founder of the University of Belize Environmental Research Institute
where she served for a decade as Administrative Director and Science Director (Terrestrial). Dr. Kay
combines 20 years of experience in research and teaching, conservation practice and policy,
fundraising, project management, mentorship, institutional building, and organizational leadership.
Based on application, she firmly believes that strong institutions envision and strategically plan their
future, invest in people, integrate, and draw from multiple disciplines and create strong partnerships.
Dr. Kay has experience in stakeholder engagement and coalition building to achieve larger outcomes.
She hopes to apply this experience to strengthen the Belize Network of NGOs in the support it provides
its members.

Sheena Zuniga - Sheena is a hardworking and experienced planner and is currently President of the
National Garifuna Council and Belize Indigenous Council Board (BENIC) Member. Previously, Ms.
Zuniga served as the Secretary of the National Garifuna Council, as the Media Relations Officer of the
Belize Network of NGOs, and as the National Garifuna Council Belmopan Branch President. She is
currently working in the Marketing and Communications Department at the University of Belize. She is
passionate about helping victims of abuse and those with mental health challenges find resources and
a safe place to heal.

Charrice Talbert -  Charrice is the co-founder and Program Manager for Promoting Empowerment
Through Awareness for Lesbian and Bisexual Women (PETAL).  While working and building both her
personal and professional capacity she has always advocated for the rights of women. She has
completed many courses, specialized training, received many certifications spanning from leadership
to migration management, trauma informed care including gender and development. 

Roberto Lopez - Roberto has an Associate’s degree, majoring in biology and chemistry and an
Associate’s Degree in Primary education. He has been with the Scouts for over 16 years, and has
held various positions in the Scout Movement. He has been: National Training Commissioner,
Director of Adults in Scouting, Director of Education and his present appointment is as the National
Scout Executive of the Scout Association of Belize.

Ivorine Bulwer –  Is a retired advanced practice nurse dedicated to raising awareness of the needs and
rights of vulnerable populations which include older persons. Throughout her nursing practice, over
thirty years, she has been passionately committed to a high standard of practice and thus continue to
advocate on behalf of individuals with social and health needs. She is currently the Executive Director
for HelpAge Belize and provides oversight for eleven branches that include nine day activity centers
and two residential homes.
Ivorine has completed studies in general nursing and midwifery from the Belize School of Nursing,
Nursing Administration from the University of the West Indies, Jamaica, and postgraduate studies in
Business Administration from the University of the West Indies Barbados. 

Chair:  Friends for Conservation and Development

Vice Chair:  National Garifuna Council 
 

Secretary: Promoting Empowerment Through Awareness for Lesbian and Bisexual Women (PETAL)

Media Relations Officer: HelpAge Belize
 

M E E T  T H E  N E W  B N N  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  



Osmany Salas
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G E N E R A L  N E W S  A N D  M E E T I N G S

March 21st, 2022
Ambassador David Kuan-Chou Chien was delighted to meet
with Hon. Janelle Chanona, the newly elected NGO Senator of
Belize, and former Senator Mr. Osmany Salas. Both sides look
forward to working closely to deepen NGO exchanges between
Taiwan and Belize, especially in the fields of environmental
protection, marine conservation, youth and sports, as well as
women empowerment. 

March 15th, 2022 
In the first of a series of engagements with the visiting
Millenium Challenge Corporation (MCC) delegation this week,
Chargé d’Affaires Leyla Moses-Ones joined MCC CEO Alice
Albright for a meeting with Senator - Elect Janelle Chanona,
The Nature Conservancy - Belize Program, and the Belize
Network of NGOs to discuss the critical role that civil society
organizations play in promoting sustainable and equitable
development in Belize.

May 11th, 2022 
Senator Janelle paid a courtesy visit to Leader of Opposition,
Shyne Barrow. They discussed the environment, climate
change and finding sustainble solutions for large scale private
sector investments and protection of the environment. 

https://www.facebook.com/100064801713229/posts/334750
942028294/?sfnsn=mo

https://www.facebook.com/100064801713229/posts/334750942028294/?sfnsn=mo
https://www.facebook.com/100064801713229/posts/334750942028294/?sfnsn=mo
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May 16th, 2022    
Meeting with Minister Orlando Habet, Ministry of
Sustainable Development, Climate Change & Disaster
Risk Management was held in Belmopan.   BNN was
represented at this discussion by Dr. Kay and Senator
Chanona. BNN requested the meeting to discuss
Cabinet's announced intention to amend the boundaries
of several protected areas. BNN underscored the
importance of the legally required public consultations
and participatory processes, as outlined by the National
Protected Areas Systems Act.

May 30th, 2022 
A courtesy call was made to the Prime Minister
of Belize, Hon. John Briceño and CEO Narda
Garcia.  During the meeting, several topics were
discussed including environmental concerns,
issues for the elderly as well as the status and
context of consultations with indigenous
populations with an overarching theme of
collaboration. The Prime Minister acknowledged
that advocacy does not mean adversary. The
meeting concluded with pledges from both sides
for better working relations.

May 19th, 2022 
NGO Senator Janelle Chanona and members of the
BNN Steering Committee, Mr. Armando Aban, and Dr.
Elma Kay made a courtesy visit to Her Excellency
Governor-General, Dame Froyla Tzalam. Among the
topics discussed with Her Excellency was the
important role civil society plays in strengthening our
democracy, public participation, diversity, and
inclusion of marginalized groups. The BNN
recommitted itself to continuing to facilitate
conversations and consultations regarding
sustainable development.

G E N E R A L  N E W S  A N D  M E E T I N G S



March 18th, 2022
Senator Chanona met with the Board of Directors of Haven
House.  Senator Chanona shared and discussed her
committment to working with each NGO; learning and
understanding current issues; vison for collaboration with the
BNN and fostering open communication. 
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S E N A T O R  E N G A G E M E N T S

March 25th, 2022
Calabash Caye Headquarters, Senator Chanona attended the launch of the Tourism Brand: "Bluerise Turneffe" for the
Turneffe Atoll Sustainability Association (TASA).  TASA has embarked on an innovative Blended Finance approach to
support the financial sustainability of the Turneffe Atoll Marine Reserve. Please use this link to find out more.

May 19th, 2022 
Senator Chanona was invited to present to a student group
from the University of Florida, at the Monkey Bay Wildlife
Sanctuary.  The students were in country, on an "NGO's,
Sustainability and Development" study abroad course.  The
course director was Muthusami Kumaran, Ph.D., Associate
Professor  of Nonprofit Management & Community
Organizations, Family, Youth and Community Sciences at UF.
Dr. Kumaran is no stranger to Belize having partnered with the
Toledo Institute for Development and the Environment (TIDE)
in the past to galvanize CSOs and civil servants through a
variety of capacity building activities under a project titled:  
 “Strengthening Civil Society and Civil Servant Capacity in
Belize through Partnership.”

 

March 18th, 2022
Senator Janelle Chanona was sworn in on March
18, 2022 at the Senate Sitting. Click here to see
Senator Chanona reciting the Oath of Allegiance. 

https://www.facebook.com/turneffeatoll.marinereserve/posts/tasa-in-collaboration-with-blue-finance-is-proud-to-announce-the-launch-of-our-n/7187741207966996/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2053250708168792&ref=sharing
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S E N A T O R  E N G A G E M E N T S

June 1st, 2022
Marla Simone Hill fondly known as Simone

2022 Awardee of the Outstanding Woman of African and
Indigenous Ancestry (OWAIA) Award

As the representative for Belizean NGOs in the Senate and on
 behalf of the Belize Network of NGOs, it is my honor to share
a brief reflection on Simone Hill's historical contribution to
Belize's inclusion and diversity through the establishment of
 the organization Promoting Empowerment through Education 
for Lesbian and Bisexual Women (PETAL). 

It is this effort that makes her the 2022 recipient of the Outstanding Woman of African and Indigenous Ancestry
Award in Belize.

Simone Hill was born and raised in Belize. She is a mother and a grandmother. Her career has spanned public
and military service, tourism and legal advocacy. If you listen to how she tells the story, her commitment to
Belize's growth as a democratic society based on human rights for all its citizens, was purely by accident and
only with a lot of pushing and pulling. Simone saw a need and stepped up to lead. That’s a big deal. That she is
the founder of this most important non-profit organization that gives a voice to many who have intersecting risk
factors and categories reflects her trailblazing spirit. Simone has been a courageous leader in this effort since I
first encountered her as a journalist in 2007.

PETAL is her brainchild and I dare say her baby. Her involvement in LGBT rights' advocacy in the United States,
especially among migrants, was the impetus needed to move her in this direction on her return to Belize.
Exposure and experience gained abroad allowed her to clearly see how little advocacy was being done in Belize
for women generally and those of the LGBT community specifically.

PETAL has a mandate to foster social, economic and gender justice. PETAL has a commitment to safety and
empowerment of women in Belize. PETAL has an obligation to women who identify as lesbian and bisexual.
Founder and immediate past president of the organization, Simone Hill maintains a strong presence in the
organization its governance structure limits leadership only to women who identify as lesbian and bisexual. We
congratulate Simone on her well deserved award. 

May 26th, 2022 
Senator Chanona met with Promoting
Empowerment Through Awareness for Lesbian
and Bisexual Women (PETAL).  Many topics were
discussed during this visit including pending NGO
legislation review and updates; capacity training;
shared expertise and experiences with other
NGOs. 
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S E N A T O R  E N G A G E M E N T S

 
Senator Chanona shared inspirational advice to Belizean youth at

separate commencement exercises.

June 4th, 2022
Senator Chanona was privileged to address the graduating class of Bishop Martin High School at
ceremonies hosted at the Crystal Palace Auditorium in Orange Walk Town. In her remarks Senator
Chanona emphasized the school's motto--developing young minds for the world and beyond--by
challenging the students to embrace change as a constant in life; to stand up to be counted and to find
and live their passions.  "You've been told you are the future. I believe you are the present. You need to
make your presence felt at the table where decisions are being made because those decisions will
determine the quality of your future. Together we can create the future you and your generation
deserves.

 
28th May 2022
Senator Chanona was honored to address the
students of St. Ignatius High School & SIHS
Adult Education at their annual graduation
ceremonies. The 2022 graduation theme was
“The future belongs to those who believe in the
beauty of their dreams.” (Eleanor Roosevelt), The
Senator's virtual presentation  is available here.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fWn8jN5vptewcQgAVmD52KAOfVLvnp44/view?usp=sharing


Madam President,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak about the 
Chiquibul‐Mountain Pine Ridge‐Caracol Complex (CMCC), 
its significance to Belize, and related challenges and 
opportunities that we should all be aware of.

The CMCC islocated in the Western Maya Mountains in the 
Cayo District. It is comprised of more than 560,700 acres
representing 9.8% of Belize’s landmass and 42% of the 
Cayo District. The CMCC forms part of the Maya Forest, 
known as the largest contiguous tropical forest north of 
the Amazon. Four of our well‐known protected areas are 
located within and comprise the CMCC: the Chiquibul 
National Park, Chiquibul Forest Reserve, Mountain Pine Ridge Forest Reserve, and the Caracol Archaeological
Reserve.  

For more than a decade, our security forces, other governmental agencies, and the Friends for Conservation and
Development (FCD) as co‐manager of the Chiquibul National Park have been tackling an increasing number of
transboundary threats, including poaching, illegal extraction of timber and non‐timber forest products, looting of
Maya artefacts, gold panning and illegal forest clearance for agricultural activities and cattle ranching. These illegal
incursions have been widespread across the forest landscape, requiring a collaborative, multi‐agency enforcement
effort that transcends protected area boundaries.  

Today, the main transboundary threats are in the form of agricultural farming/cattle ranching, gold panning and
illegal wildlife trafficking. Thankfully, largely due to the efforts of the FCD and its governmental partners, these
threats are more contained and restricted to particular areas along the Western border. Xate extraction has been
greatly reduced; illegal logging has been kept to a minimum; and threatened wildlife speciessuch asthe white lipped
peccaries, great curassow and brocket deer populations seem to be rebounding.

Unregulated gold mining activities in the upper Chiquibul headwaters, however, is a growing concern, as are
developments related to the Caracol road improvement project. This road, while important to improve security in the
area and to bolster the area’s tourism potential, may bring with it intensive land speculation and other intereststhat
could have a detrimental impact on the area if unregulated and poorly managed. Hunting activities in the MPRFR are
increasing and accumulation of garbage and debris from local visitation is on the rise, leading to an increased threat
of forest fires, loss of habitat and wildlife, and contamination of rivers and streams in the Upper Macal. As a result of
all these challenges, there is an urgency to establish and mobilize the enabling mechanisms for the effective
management of the CMCC. Multiple interests, with poor planning and limited monitoring systems in place, will
exacerbate the actual challenges within the CMCC.  

It is imperative that Government and its partners move ahead with implementing the recommendations outlined in
the CMCC Sustainable Development Plan. This plan, which was finalized in 2020, was coordinated by the Economic
Development Council, Public Private Desk, in the Office of the Prime Minister with the participation of 205 individuals
representing communities, government departments, statutory bodies, non‐governmental organizations and
associations, and private sector entities. This plan seeks to improve the management of ecosystems within the
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F E B R U A R Y  9 T H ,  2 0 2 2 :  S T A T E M E N T  O N  T H E  C H I Q U I B U L ‐ M O U N T A I N  P I N E  R I D G E ‐ C A R A C O L

S E N A T O R  S A L A S '  S T A T E M E N T
T O  T H E  S E N A T E  C O N T . . .

That the current separate Protected Area designations within the CMCC be replaced by a single CMCC Protected
Landscape designation through the passage of an Order under the National Protected Areas System Act of
2015. A Statutory Instrument will also be necessary to create the governance, administration and management
framework for the CMCC area. 
That a comprehensive land tenure assessment of the area be carried out.  
That Government institutes a moratorium on land de‐reservation, future sales and land‐ transfers of public lands
within the CMCC Protected Landscape particularly within the MPRFR. This moratorium should be put in place as
soon as possible. 
In the interim, enforcement of the National Protected Areas System Act #7 of 2015 which prohibits extractive
activities within National Parks in the CMCC. 
Establish a well‐equipped Border Protection Force to improve the safeguarding of the western flank of protected
areas, including the Chiquibul, as stated in Plan Belize. 
That the Ministry of Education leads the planning and coordination of an application to UNESCO for the
designation of the CMCC/Chiquibul ecosystem as Belize’s second World Heritage Site. 

CMCC. Implementation of the SDP can contribute to a nature‐based economy that provides opportunities for
Belizean communities to live healthy and productive lives, to protect cultural heritage, and preserve the natural
capital and environmental resources that are the basis for Belize’s prosperity. 

Both the private sector and NGO managers on the ground, such as the FCD, can collaborate with the Governmentso
that the CMCC landscape vision, as outlined in Plan Belize and the CMCC SDP, can be achieved.

The CMCC‐SDP is built on six pillars: economic opportunitiesfor local livelihoods; water resources protection;
biodiversity conservation; safety and security; land use planning; and inclusive governance. The scope of the Plan
covers the CMCC area, the Vaca Forest Reserve, , and Elijio Panti National Park. 

The Government of Belize pledged in its Plan Belize to elevate the CMCC region to a Chiquibul‐ Mountain Pine Ridge
Landscape Conservation Trust aimed at preserving this indispensable ecosystem. Now that one year has passed, I
respectfully call on the Government to provide a progress report on the efforts towards realizing this CMCC
landscape vision.    

Madam President, I respectfully present the following recommendations for Government’s consideration: 

To conclude, Madam President, a landscape management approach of the CMCC would be innovative and visionary.
A landscape management framework based on sustainable development principles would provide long lasting
benefits to Belizeans. 

This landscape management approach would require a shift from a single sector‐oriented perspective (conservation,
agriculture, or residential development, for example) towards an increasingly integrated landscape‐level
management approach that recognizesthat conservation is a vital component of land management, providing
essential ecosystem services and building resilience to climate change. It would also focus on balancing competing
multi‐sectoral demands on land using principles that emphasize adaptive management, stakeholder involvement,
and ecosystem services (such as water security), and climate change adaptation. 

Thank you for listening. 
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List of  Boards and Committees with BNN representation:
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C O M M I T T E E S

 

BNN STEERING COMMITTEE (JANUARY 2022 - JUNE 2022):
 
 
 

ANDRE CARRILLO (BELIZE EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM - BERT),  CHAIR
 

ARMANDO ABAN (THE SCOUT ASSOCIATION OF BELIZE),  TREASURER
 

DR. ELMA KAY (FRIENDS FOR CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT - FCD),  SECRETARY
 

SHEENA ZUNIGA (NATIONAL GARIFUNA COUNCIL),  MEDIA RELATIONS OFFICER
 

OSMANY SALAS (FORMER SENATOR),  EX OFFICIO (JANUARY 1 -  MARCH 11, 2022)
 

JANELLE CHANONA (SENATOR),  EX OFFICIO (MARCH 12 -  JUNE 30, 2022)
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W E B S I T E  R E S O U R C E S

In collaboration with RTI International and the Belize Association of Planners (BAP)
and with funding from the U.S. Embassy in Belize, the Belize Network of NGOs (BNN)
upgraded its website and launched various free resources to help CSOs and NGOs:

NGO Directory: a directory of NGOs/CSOs in Belize. This directory provides a single
point of reference for organizations, with easily accessible and customized
information. All civil society organizations and NGOs operating in Belize are welcomed
to submit their organization’s information. To be included in this directory, please
complete this form: https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/XCThZdtS

NGO Self-Assessment Tool: a comprehensive questionnaire designed to help you
assess YOUR ORGANIZATION’S performance across different domains.

Open Data Resources: a library of open data resources available that YOUR
ORGANIZATION can use and benefit from and links to conference and BNN materials

NGO Readiness Tool is a guide to help move YOUR ORGANIZATION through the
requirements to officially register under the Companies Act and NGO Act. 

http://www.belizengos.org/ngo-resources/
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/XCThZdtS
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