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ADVOCATING FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  HIGHLIGHTS: 

Global democracy faces many challenges 
including poverty and corruption that 
corrode faith in public institutions.  Parallel to 
poverty is growing inequality which further 
undermines democracy. Belize is no 
different. Poverty, money and power make a 
lethal cocktail that undermines democracy. 
There is a tendency to look at our politicians 
as the source of our problems. But the 
politicians are our neighbors, brothers and 
sisters. They are one of us. The same culture 
that produced them produced us. We have 
seen the normalization of corruption over the 
years to the point that the moral compass is 
losing its bearing.  The need for strong civil 
society is greater than ever. Just like Belize 
home owners need hurricane resilient 
buildings, civil society also needs strong 
infrastructure to promote democracy.  

How does that happen? 

Transparency and accountability are key 
values to uphold as civil society and these 
values are key tenets of democracy. As non-
governmental organizations are a part of civil 
society, the Belize Network of NGOs must 
also support the development of these 
values.  2018 saw further consolidation of the 
Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) in the issue 
of Good Standing in this regard.  We need to 

ensure that our actions are accountable and 
transparent as members of civil society – our 
building blocks, so to speak. Our civil society 
house must be in order for us to demand the 
same from others. Therefore BNN signed an 
MOU with RET, a BNN member, that will 
contextualize the reasons for NGOs not 
being in good standing and to support our 
members to be in good standing. By the end 
of 2019, we should have addressed many of 
the issues thereby strengthening the 
network’s capacity and resiliency. So look 
out for communication from RET and please 
participate so that we can collect full data on 
our network. 

BNN is also increasingly becoming a part of 
many task forces, board of directors and 
other such decision-making bodies.  To 
support this objective, BNN selects 
representatives for these bodies through a 
democratic process whereby the biodata of 
candidates are shared and the network 
members vote via electronic means. Through 
transparent representation, accountability is 
achieved; our network can make a more 
meaningful impact by contributing to 
discussions on all aspects of Belizean society.  

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Commonwealth Secretary General 
visits Belize 
Social Partner Senators (above, from left to right: 
Ashley Rocke, Osmany Salas, and Markhelm Lizarraga) 
met with the Secretary General of the Commonwealth, 
Rt Hon Patricia Scotland QC, on October 2, 2018. 
Senator Elena Smith was unable to attend due to other 
commitments.  

 

From the BNN Chairman 
by Froyla Tzalam 

 
@Belize13thSenator 
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A Collaborative Partnership Agreement was 
signed by RET International and the BNN on 
September 2018.  

RET and BNN have agreed to collaborate to 
strengthen the implementation of BNN’s 
strategic plan (see page 10), specifically Goal 
1 – Unified Voice of NGOs – with a focus on 
Objective 1, which is aimed at ensuring that 
all registered NGOs are in compliance with 
the NGO Act. RET and BNN also agreed to 
collaborate in awareness raising for good 
governance, as well as facilitating public 
discussions for NGOs getting to good 
standing. 

The Agreement commits RET to undertake 
the following activities, among others: 

• Update the contact information for all 
Registered NGOs, cross referencing with 
the Attorney General’s Ministry (AGM); 

• Facilitate discussions with BNN’s 
membership and all other registered 
NGOs to identify the gaps in the NGO 
Act, the process for registration, and 
recommendations for strengthening the 
legislation; and 

• Support the BNN’s review of the NGO 
Act with the aim of presenting 

recommendations for amendment of the 
Act to the AGM. 

BNN will encourage the active participation 
of its members in the NGO Act review 
process to ensure an inclusive process. The 
Network will also engage in discussion with 
RET regarding ways that BNN could achieve 
operational efficiency without having the 
network compete with its membership for 
scarce resources. 

 

OTHER BNN MOU OBLIGATIONS: 

• Lead the facilitation of a National Forum 
for Registered NGOs, including 
coordination with representatives from 
the Attorney General’s Ministry and the 
Financial Intelligence Unit 

• Provide RET with the most recent list of 
registered NGOs 

 

 

 

The best of piece of news regarding the 
impact of our network came towards the end 
of the year when a circular was sent out from 
the Attorney General’s Ministry in which they 
recommended that any NGO representation 
is to be made through the BNN. The Belize 
Companies & Corporate Affairs Registry is 
now part of the Attorney General’s Ministry 
to streamline and consolidate services 
related to organizations.  

There are many challenges ahead. One of the 
most consistent is that the BNN should be 
involved in all issues related to Belize. 
However, we need to prioritize our work and 
to support our members in their goals 
efficiently and effectively. The Senator is our 
most powerful voice in parliament. I want to 

thank Senator Osmany Salas for his 
dedicated teamwork approach.  The network 
continues to experiment with a different way 
of organizing and supporting our members. I 
would like to think that although the 
secretariat has no tangible office it has an 
office in each of our members. Each member 
can be thought of as a clone of civil society; 
individually capable but far more effective as 
a team. But a note of caution: NGOs alone 
will not eliminate poverty and corruption. We 
must also advocate for social and economic 
development to have a vibrant democratic 
country.   

I look forward to 2019 and invite you to be a 
part of this experiment that is BNN.  

RET-BNN MOU 

From the BNN Chairman  
(cont’d from page 1) 

Froyla Tzalam, Chairman of the Steering 
Committee of the Belize Network of NGOs. Ms 
Tzalam also serves as the Executive Director of 
the Sarstoon-Temash Institute for Indigenous 
Management, and the Chairman of the 
Association of Protected Areas Management 
Organizations. 
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HIGHLIGHTS: 

 

Meeting with FIU representatives 
and Solicitor General 
From left to right: Daedra Joseph (FIU), April Alvarez 
(FIU) and Solicitor General Nigel Hawke. The Solicitor 
General and FIU representatives made presentations to 
BNN members on NGO good-standing requirements 
(Belize City, August 9, 2018). 

 

Edilberto Romero represents BNN 
Edilberto Romero (BACONGO) represented the NGO 
community in the Senate at the March 14, 2018, session. 
Senator Osmany Salas was recovering from surgery. 

FAST FACTS 
 

  

6 
Number of BNN Press Releases issued in 2018. 

  

55 
Number of Bills and Motions tabled at the Senate 
between January and December 2018. 

PENDING LEGISLATION 

The following are pending legislation of interest 
to the BNN: 

• Fisheries Resources Bill (see page 4) 

 

 

 

I attended six of the seven Senate meetings 
that were convened in 2018. Edilberto 
Romero (Belize Alliance of Conservation 
NGOs – BACONGO) attended the March 14th 
meeting since I was recovering from surgery. 

The Orders of business dealt with 
approximately 55 Bills and Motions, including 
the Budget Debate held on March 27, 2018.  

Approved Legislation: 

All the Bills that were debated and passed 
(and eventually were signed into law) are 
important. I consider the following as very 
consequential for our NGO membership and 
those whom we serve: 

• General Revenue Supplementary 
Appropriation (2016/2017) (No. 3) Bill, 
2017 

The Bill aimed to appropriate "further sums 
of money for the use of the Public Service of 
Belize" for the following services: 1) Capital II 
Expenditure (CAP II) = $6,643,518; and 2) 
Capital III Expenditure (CAP III) = $7,327,580. 

The CAP II money was for expenditures 
approved by the Ministry of Finance between 
May 2016 and August 2017 for Hurricane Earl 
assistance, emergency management, and for 
Mother’s Day Appreciation Programme. 

The CAP III money was for expenditures 
approved in eight tranches between 
December 2016 and March 2017 for Belize 
Infrastructure Ltd (BIL) projects. No details 
were provided about these BIL projects. 

This means that the Government of Belize in 
effect asked the Senate to approve expenses 
already spent in the previous fiscal year 

(2016/17) and 9 months into Fiscal Year 
2017/2018. 

• Crime Control and Criminal Justice 
(Amendment) Bill, 2018 

This Bill, which I referred to as “anti-gang 
legislation”, ostensibly provided for “better 
maintenance of public safety and order 
through discouraging membership of 
criminal gangs and the disruption and 
suppression of criminal gang activity”. I 
opposed this Bill because I was of the view 
that it was too draconian. In stating my 
opposition to the Bill, I recommended that, 
rather than “mano dura” approaches, Belize 
needs crime solving strategies that are 
preventative and rehabilitative. A division of 
votes resulted in 8 votes in favour of the Bill, 
4 opposing, and 1 abstention. 

• Protection of Witnesses Bill, 2018 

This Bill provides for the protection of 
witnesses in criminal proceedings; by 
enhancing the ability of a witness to give 
testimony in a judicial proceeding and to 
cooperate with law enforcement authorities. 
I expressed my full support for this Bill, 
stating that this has been needed for so long. 
Because we have not previously had witness 
protection provisions, many crimes have 
gone unpunished. 

• General Revenue Appropriation 
(2018/2019) Bill, 2018 

The National Budget (2018/2019) was tabled 
and debated at the March 27th Senate 
Meeting. In my presentation, I highlighted 
the crime wave afflicting the nation, and the 
very low homicide conviction rate, and 
pointed out the need to improve the capacity 

Senator Osmany Salas making a 
presentation at a Senate Session 
(2018).  

Update on Senate Meetings 
by Osmany Salas, NGO Senator 
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of the Police Department via improved 
training and crime-fighting approaches. I also 
indicated that, for Government to be 
effective in fighting corruption in the public 
service, it must increase the budgetary 
support to the Integrity Commission, the 
Office of the Ombudsman, the Office of the 
Auditor General, the Office of the Contractor 
General, and the Attorney General’s Ministry. 

• Appointment of Chairperson of the 
Integrity Commission Motion, 2018 

On July 5, 2018, the Senate approved the 
appointment of Ms Deshawn Arzu Torres as 
Chairperson of the Integrity Commission. 
During my presentation, I made two 
recommendations: 1) Review and update the 
Senate Standing Orders so that, among 
other provisions, nominees for appointments 
to Commissions shall appear in front of the 
Senate for an interview; and 2) Fill the vacant 

posts in the Integrity Commission, namely, 
an Executive Director, In-house Legal 
Advisor, and Special Forensic Investigator, so 
that the Commission would be capable to 
conduct investigations related to financial 
crimes. 

• General Registry (Amendment) Bill, 
2018; Companies (Amendment) Bill, 
2018; and other related Bills 

These Bills placed responsibility for the 
General Registry, Registration of Births and 
Deaths, Companies, Business Names and 
Patents under the responsibility of the 
Attorney General’s Ministry (AGM). I 
supported the amendments because they 
served to ease the burden on the Registrar 
General. However, I recommended that 
additional resources be assigned to the AGM 
so that it would be able to satisfactorily 
perform these additional functions. I also 

pointed out that the UNCAC process, which 
is led by the AGM, has slowed down 
tremendously. This is of concern because a 
lot of work remains to be done to support the 
implementation of UNCAC in Belize. 

Pending Legislation: 

• Fisheries Resources Bill 

This Bill aims to promote long-term 
conservation, management, and sustainable 
use of the fisheries resources of Belize; to 
provide for fishing and registration of fishing 
vessels which desire to fish within Belize 
waters; and to repeal the Fisheries Act. The 
process to approve the tabling of this Bill 
seems to have stalled. Environmental NGOs, 
many of them BNN members, will need to 
continue advocating to ensure the 
introduction and passage of the Fisheries 
Resources Bill.

A memorandum dated November 12, 2018, 
sent to all Government Ministries by the 
Attorney General’s Ministry, advised that 
“where there is a nomination to have the 
participation of a Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) representative to sit on 
a Government committee or board, it is 
recommended that a request be made to the 
Belize Network of NGOs (the BNN) so that a 
suitable representative can be selected to 
participate and serve on the respective 
Government committee or board”. BNN will 
endeavor to ensure that this becomes 
standard procedure across all such 
Government Boards and Committees, 
including Task Forces. 

Prior to this memorandum, BNN had been 
invited to nominate persons to represent 
NGOs on the following Government 

committees: 
the Board of 
the Belize 
Social 
Investment 
Fund (BSIF), 
the National 
Assessment 
Team for the 
Enhanced 
Country 
Poverty Assessment (NAT), the National 
Women’s Council’s National Gender-Based 
Violence Action Plan (NGBVAP), the National 
Sargassum Task Force, and the Board for the 
Project “Strengthening National Capacities 
for UNCAC in Belize” (SNC4UNCAC Project 
Board). Following is a brief update about the 
work of these committees: 

National Assessment Team: 

The Belize NAT was appointed by the GOB to 
provide overall coordination and oversight of 
the Enhanced Country Poverty Assessment 
(ECPA), now slated for 2021. The NAT was 
drawn from the Social Cohesion and 
Resilience Technical Committee, one of the 
five technical committees charged with 
implementing the Growth and Sustainable 
Development Strategy 2016-2020 (GSDS) 
and providing recommendations and advice 

to the Government on matters related to 
human development, along with other 
organizations and agencies involved in the 
economic and social development of the 
country. The major decisions made between 
June to December 2018 include: (cont’d on 
page 5) 

PHOTOS: 

TOP: BNN Steering Committee members and 
Senator Osmany Salas meeting with the 
Attorney General, Solicitor General, and 
Ministry staff, Attorney General’s Chambers, 
Belmopan, Belize (February 2018). 

LEFT: A meeting of the members of the BNN. 
BNN members represent NGOs at various 
Government-appointed committees, such as 
the Social Investment Fund Board and the 
Sargassum Task Force. 

  

NGO representation in 
GOB Committees 
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• Include a representative from the youth 
sector to the NAT; 

• Postpone the Country Poverty Assessment 
to 2021 post the Census to allow time for 
capacity building, proper planning, and 
testing of tools using existing household 
surveys; 

• Conduct a Social Protection workshop 
series to build capacity of all stakeholders 
involved in the NAT and lobby towards a 
more comprehensive social protection 
floor in Belize.  

BNN is represented on the NAT by Kristin 
Marin (Projects Abroad) and Dr. Sharmayne 
Saunders (Haven House). 

The National Gender & Gender Based 
Violence Committee: 

The NGGBVC is responsible for the efficient 
and effective implementation of the National 
Gender Policy (NGP) and the NGBVAP. Its 
membership comprises personnel from 
various Government Social Services 
Ministries, the Judiciary, UN Agencies and 
NGOs. 

The NGBVAP utilized an integrated, 
multifaceted, multi-sectoral and rights-based 
approach to address all forms of gender 
issues for all men and women, and boys and 
girls in five priority areas. The five priority 
areas are outlined in the National Gender 
Policy and include the following: 1) Health, 2) 
Education, 3) Wealth and Employment 
Generation, 5) Power and Decision-making, 
and 6) Gender-Based Violence. 

The following key actions have been taken: 

• Comprehensive and constructive review of 
partner’s collective response to gender 
equity, equality, mainstreaming and 
empowerment, and to end gender-based 
violence. 

• Review and revision of Protocols for Multi-
Sectoral Response to Sexual Violence. 

BNN is represented on the NGGBVC by 
Ivorine Bulwer (HelpAge Belize). 

National Sargassum Task Force: 

Charged with the development, approval and 
coordinated implementation of a National 
Plan of Action for addressing the Sargassum 
beaching in Belize, the Sargassum Task 

Force (STF), came into existence in early 
2016. The National Plan of Action aims to 
provide solutions to issues arising from the 
large quantities of Sargassum being naturally 
deposited on Belize’s beaches. The STF is 
composed of representatives of government 
departments, private sector agencies, and 
NGOs. To achieve its aim, the STF has taken 
on the following objectives.  

• Finalize and Approve the National Plan of 
Action; 

• Coordinate Implementation of the National 
Plan of Action; 

• Monitor and Evaluate implementation of 
the Plan of Action; 

• Inform Cabinet on Progress. 

BNN is represented on the STF by Celso 
Cawich (Projects Abroad) and Alex Anderson 
(Turneffe Atoll Trust). 

SNC4UNCAC Project Board: 

After a very active 2017, there was little 
progress in 2018 to advance on the 
implementation of UNCAC in Belize. The 
Project Board has not met since July 2018 
despite repeated requests and attempts. The 
one major activity was the visit by a team of 
experts from Tuvalu and Haiti on July 2018 to 
conduct an assessment and evaluation of 
Belize’s standing in relation to the 
implementation of UNCAC, to which the 
country became a signatory in 2016. The 
experts specifically looked at Belize’s 
standing in relation to “Criminalization and 
law enforcement” and “International 
cooperation”. 

The team presented their draft report to 
GOB in October/November 2018. The 
“Executive Summary” of the report, entitled 
the “first cycle of review of the existing anti-
corruption legal framework of Belize” can be 
accessed at this link: https://bit.ly/2rDJL01. 
According to the Attorney General, GOB will 
review the report to see if any minimal 
corrections, that have nothing to do with the 
body of the document itself, are needed 
before the report is released to the public. 

BNN is represented on the SNC4UNCAC 
Project Board by Osmany Salas (NGO 
Senator) and Janelle Chanona (Oceana-
Belize). 

(Continued on page 9) 

MEETING THE MEMBERS: 

 

FOCUS 
NGO Senator visits FOCUS – Friends of Corozal United 
for Sustainability. From left to right: Brad Moore, 
Graham Sampson, Senator Osmany Salas, President 
Elma Chun, and Silverio Marin (August 2018). 

 

Scout Association of Belize 
Senator Osmany Salas was the motivational speaker at 
the opening ceremony of the 1st Scout Conference on 
October 13, 2018, at Kiki Witz, Belmopan, Belize. The 
new President of the Scout Association of Belize, 
Armando Aban, also serves as Treasurer of the BNN. He 
was elected in September 2018 to serve as President of 
the Scout Association for a 2-year term. 

 

Our Circle 
Our Circle aims to improve the quality of life and access 
to opportunity for LGBT persons and families of LGBT 
persons ensuring a socially inclusive Belize. From left to 
right: Yanique Morgan (Center Coordinator) and baby, 
Diego Grajalez (Director of Finance), Derricia Castillo-
Salazar (President), and Senator Osmany Salas (January 
2018). 

NGO representation (cont’d from page 4) 

https://bit.ly/2rDJL01


BELIZE NETWORK OF NGOS NEWSLETTER | Issue #2  6 

 

 

Ambassador Alexis Rosado and Orla 
Coleman, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA), met with BNN members in 
Belmopan on May 22, 2018, to discuss 

Cabinet's Public Awareness Campaign 
Strategy and Roadmap related to the ICJ 
Referendum. The BNN members were 
informed that the strategy is divided 
into three phases: 

The "Be Informed" Phase (April to 
August 2018), during which the 
Referendum Office will be engaged in a 
"low intensity" campaign whereby they 
will visit organizations and groups to 
share the facts about the unfounded 
Guatemalan claim. 

The "Dig Deeper" Phase (September 

2018 to January 2019) during which 
experts will be invited to participate in 
countrywide debates, panel discussions, 
and the like, on the pros and cons of 
going to the ICJ. Presenters supporting a 
"Yes" vote and a "No" vote will be invited 
to participate. 

The Final Phase will start around 
February 2019 and will culminate on 
Referendum Day (April 10, 2019). This 
phase will focus on getting the word out 
about the importance of coming out to 
vote.

A Consortium of the University of Belize and 
the Social Sector Senators hosted a country-
wide series of nine lectures which were 
aimed at bringing awareness on Guatemala’s 
claim to Belize and the proposed settlement 
of submitting the issue to the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) for a final and peaceful 
settlement.  

Each lecture in the series featured three 
presentations, including Ambassador Alexis 
Rosado from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs/International Boundaries Unit 
presenting on “The Facts of the Claim”; 
Assad Shoman, Author of “Guatemala's 
Claim to Belize: the Definitive History”; and 
the Belize Peace Movement and other 
stakeholders (Paul Morgan, Patrick Rogers, 
Major Lloyd Jones and Richard “Dickie” 
Bradley) presenting the “No to ICJ” position. 

This lecture series offered the opportunity 
and space to hear varied perspectives, and 

gave an opportunity 
to audience 
members to direct 
questions to the 
panelists. The 
Consortium’s goal 
was for Belizeans to 
get a more thorough 
understanding of the 
issue so that, come 
Referendum Day 
(April 10, 2019), 
voters will be able to 
make an informed 
decision. 

The lectures, which were designed as Town 
Hall meetings, were held between November 
20 to December 11, 2018, at the following 
municipalities: Belmopan, Orange Walk 
Town, Dangriga, Benque Viejo del Carmen, 
San Pedro Town, San Ignacio Town, 
Independence Village, Punta Gorda Town, 
and Belize City. Due to very low attendance, 
the Corozal lecture was cancelled. 

Many of the lectures were aired live on 
Facebook, as well as on local and national 
radio stations. Four of the lectures can be 
viewed by clicking the links below: 

Belize City: https://goo.gl/r5sWzX 

Punta Gorda: https://goo.gl/acbYZS 

San Ignacio: https://goo.gl/t5W7Em 

Benque Viejo del Carmen: 
https://goo.gl/NhK8PC 

PHOTOS: 

TOP LEFT (from left to right): Ambassador 
Alexis Rosado, and Orla Coleman (MFA), 
meeting with BNN members (May 22, 2018). 

ABOVE (from left to right): Ambassador Alexis 
Rosado, NGO Senator Osmany Salas, Ardelle 
Sabido (MFA/IBU), Dr Nestor Chan (UB), Dr 
Mariot Simon (UB Vice President), and Business 
Senator Markhelm Lizarraga. 

LEFT: Ambassador Assad Shoman presenting 
his new book, “Guatemala’s claim to Belize: the 
Definitive History”, to members of the BNN in 
Belize City (June 27, 2018). 

  

ICJ and the Referendum 

BNN meets with MFA representatives 

https://goo.gl/r5sWzX
https://goo.gl/acbYZS
https://goo.gl/t5W7Em
https://goo.gl/NhK8PC
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On 22 November 2018, Senator Osmany 
Salas attended a forum in Belize City held 
under the theme: "What can 
Parliamentarians do to end AIDS?" organized 
by the National AIDS Commission and the 
European Union. 

The Parliamentarians’ sensitization forum 
had the following objectives: 

1) Outline the challenges to the Belize 
HIV/AIDS response (including barriers 
toward eliminating stigma and 
discrimination that contribute to the 
ending of the AIDS epidemic), and  

2) Define Parliamentarians’ legislative, 
representational and oversight roles in 
addressing the challenges toward 
ending the AIDS epidemic; 

3) Pursue actions with specific timelines in-
line with Parliamentarians’ legislative, 
representational and oversight roles 
with special reference to: a) Reviewing 
and implementing Model Anti-
Discrimination Legislation, b) Making 
specific recommendations for the 
establishment of a National 

Parliamentarian Action Group to 
function as a coordinating mechanism 
to facilitate communications with and 
among National Parliamentary 
Committees, and c) Identifying ways to 
effectively collaborate with other 
stakeholders — faith leaders, civil 
society, youth and Key Populations. 

  

 

INTERESTING FACTS: 

• Of the 46 Parliamentarians:  

• Only 23.9% of Parliamentarians attended 
this very important forum. 

• This represented 15% of the male 
Parliamentarians and 83.3% of the female 
Parliamentarians. 

 

 

 

In February 2018, the BNN Steering 
Committee paid a courtesy visit to the 
Attorney General’s Ministry, and met with 
Attorney General, Hon. Michael Peyreffite, 
the Solicitor General, Nigel Hawke, and 
Ministry staff. It was decided that a Sub-
Group comprising the BNN Steering 
Committee and representatives of the 
Attorney General’s Ministry would be formed 
to undertake the following: 

1) Develop a process to determine which 
NGOs are not active and how to address 
this with a view to increasing the list of 
NGOs in good-standing;  

2) Discuss challenges faced by the smaller 
NGOs pertaining to financial audits and 
getting to good standing, and consider 

mechanisms to assist the NGOs 
requiring support; and  

3) Recommend amendments to the NGO 
Act. 

The importance of the work of this Sub-
Group was reiterated at a meeting with the 
Solicitor General in August 2018.  

Through its MOU with the BNN, RET 
International will assist BNN with conducting 
a comprehensive review of the NGO Act 
during the first half of 2019 with a view to 
preparing a list of recommendations to 
submit to the Sub-Group, and onward to the 
Attorney General, for consideration.

Parliamentarians’ 
Sensitization Forum 

BNN-Attorney General’s Ministry 
Sub-Group to be formed 

Solicitor General Nigel Hawke 
presenting to BNN members on good-
standing requirements. The Solicitor 
General also serves as the Registrar for 
NGOs in the Attorney General’s 
Ministry (Belize City, August 9, 2018). 
 
Note: A new Solicitor General, Elisa 
Montalvo, will be appointed in January 
2019 to replace Mr Hawke. 
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Projects Abroad 
Senator Osmany Salas meeting the Country Director of 
Projects Abroad-Belize, Kristin Olgita Marin. The NGO, 
a BNN member, is based in San Pedro Town. The NGO 
runs volunteer projects in San Pedro and Placencia 
related to Diving & Marine Conservation, health care, 
teaching, sports, and veterinary medicine and animal 
care (January 2018). 

 

Belize Emergency Response Team 
Senator Salas meeting with the Executive Director of 
BERT, Andre Carrillo. BERT specializes in pre-hospital 
care in the form of emergency response and 
transportation, and is the only qualified provider in the 
country of Belize. BERT is a BNN member (August 
2018). 

 

Hand in Hand Ministries 

Senator Salas visited Hand in Hand Ministries to attend 
the dedication of the Fowler Community Center and to 
learn about the amazing work of Abel Vargas and his 
team at Hand in Hand, a BNN member. The NGO aims 
to build strong communities and transform lives through 
cultural immersion, education, housing and health care 
(January 25, 2018). 

 

Citizen Security Summit 
Senator Osmany Salas and HelpAge Belize Executive 
Director, Ivorine Bulwer, represented the BNN at the 
First National Citizen Security Summit, which was an 
initiative of the Ministry of National Security. The 
Summit aimed to receive the input of civil society 
organizations and other stakeholder groups on the way 
forward to address crime in Belize (July 18, 2018). 

 

Haven House 
Haven House Belize, a BNN member, aims to provide an 
opportunity for women to rebuild a positive self-image 
necessary for them to regain control of their life; and to 
contribute to the elimination of the cycle of domestic 
violence in collaboration with other organizations and 
the community. They do this by providing temporary 
shelter for women in crisis and their children and by 
offering support services to women residing in the 
shelter. Senator Salas met with the NGO in January 
2018. 

 

Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama'at (AMJ) 
Senator Salas with the President of AMJ Belize, Naveed 
Mangla. The Jama'at was established in Belize since 
November 2013. Its membership in Belize currently 
stands at 156. Members reside in the Belize District, 
Cayo District, and Stann Creek District. AMJ Belize aims 
to spread the peaceful message of Islam (January 2018). 

 

Visit to Sarstoon FOB and Cadenas 
Senator Mark Lizarraga, Senator Salas, and NGO 
representatives visited the Sarstoon Forward Operating 
Base and the Gracias a Dios monument at Belize’s 
southern border. The PGTV news story on the visit can 
be viewed at: https://goo.gl/zXP6Bg (November 10, 
2018). 

 

Trust for the Americas/OAS 
Senator Osmany Salas met with Henry Wade, Local 
Coordinator, Trust for the Americas, and Starret D 
Greene, OAS Representative in Belize, to discuss the 
project, “Promoting an Open Government Ecosystem in 
Belize”, which is geared at aiding the development and 
advancement of Open Government (June 4, 2018). 

Other Activities 
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Belize Social Investment Fund: 

The Belize Social Investment Fund (BSIF) was 
established in 1996 by the Government of 
Belize, to implement developmental projects 
in the areas of education, water and 
sanitation, health, social services, 
organizational strengthening, and economic 
infrastructure. 

BSIF aims to reduce poverty, and improve 
quality of life while ensuring that citizens 
have opportunities to contribute to the 
overall development of Belize.  BSIF receives 
funding from the World Bank, Caribbean 
Development Bank and counterpart funding 
from the Government of Belize, under the 
programs Basic Needs Trust Fund, Belize 
Climate Resilient Infrastructure Project, and 
the Belize Municipal Development Project. 

BSIF is comprised of a 9-member Board of 
Directors, which includes Government 
Ministries, private sector organizations, an 
NGO representative, and other 
organizations. 

In 2018 projects approved included: 

• Improved Access to Quality Primary 
Education and Adequate and Equitable 
Sanitation and Hygiene for the 
Community of San Isidro, Toledo 
District. The project included the 
construction of a new 8 classroom 
building, and Water and Sanitation 
training for teachers.  

• Improved Water Services and Sanitation 
and Hygiene Methodologies being 
utilized by the Community of Crique 
Jute Village, Toledo District. The project 
includes the implementation of a 
Rudimentary Water System being a 
pump and well water system, a Water 
and Hygiene Training, and training for 
the management of the system 
including accounting for billing and 
collections.  

• Improved access to enhanced Primary 
Education for children of Louisiana 
Government Primary School, Orange 
Walk Town, Orange Walk District. The 
project entails the construction of a 5 
classroom school building, including 
facilities, and training of the teachers to 
assess mental health challenges 
effectively.  

• Improved Access and Enhanced Quality 
of Primary Education Services for 
children of St. Michael RC Primary 

School, Belmopan, Cayo District. The 
project includes the construction of a 6 
classroom school building and 
rehabilitation of current facilities.  

The Government of Belize made a decision 
to conduct an institutional assessment to 
determine the viability of BSIF in an effort to 
determine its continuity. BSIF contracted the 
consultancy firm Maxwell Stamp PLC, based 
in London, England, to carry out the 
institutional assessment. The firm conducted 
an in-depth assessment of BSIF, its 
governing structure and past projects, and 
provided its feedback and recommendations 
to the Board and Government of Belize.  

With the completion of the institutional 
assessment BSIF is in a healthy position to 
continue implementations of projects funded 
from additional sources of lending including 
the Green Climate Fund initiative. It is yet to 
be seen what direction the Government of 
Belize will steer the institution in the long 
term. 

BNN is represented on the BSIF Board by 
Andre Carrillo (BERT). 

OTHER ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED): 

 

BNN attends UNHCR meeting 
Landee Longsworth from RET International represented 
BNN at Belize’s Second National Consultation in the 
context of the Comprehensive Regional Protection and 
Solutions Framework (CRPSF), which was held 
yesterday and was organized by the Government of 
Belize and UNHCR. The CRPSF is a pioneering initiative 
in the application of the Comprehensive Refugee 
Response (CRRF) in Central America. In her remarks, 
Landee acknowledged the work of NGOs, several of 
them active members of the BNN, that have already 
been involved and continue to be involved in the 
national dialogue on the refugee issue, namely, Help For 
Progress, the Belize Red Cross, Humana People to 
People, and RET International (October 11, 2018). 

 

MFA & BNN representatives meet 
BNN Steering Committee members met with Orla 
Coleman and Ardelle Sabido, representatives of the 
MFA's Referendum Office, to discuss activities proposed 
by several NGOs in relation to the ICJ Referendum 
public awareness campaign (August 2018). 

 

NGO Senator meets with MFA 
Senator Salas with Foreign Minister Hon. Wilfred 
Elrington and Belize's Ambassador to Guatemala, H.E. 
Alexis Rosado. Senator Salas updated the government 
officials about the efforts of the University of Belize and 
the Social Partner Senators to plan and organize a series 
of nationwide sensitization events aiming to provide 
balanced and unbiased information to the electorate on 
Guatemala's claim to Belize in preparation for 
Referendum Day (August 2018). See update on page 6. 

 

NGO Senator meets with Leader 
of the Opposition 
Senator Salas met with Hon John Briceno to inform him 
about BNN’s activities in relation to the ICJ Referendum 
public awareness campaign (September 2018). 

NGO representation (cont’d from page 5) 
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Goal #1: Be the Unified Voice of NGOs 

Objective #1: All registered NGOs are in 
compliance with the NGO Act. 

Strategic Actions: 

• Determine reason for non-compliance; 
• Conduct needs-based survey among the 

membership; 
• Distribute brochure from AG’s Ministry 

on what makes an NGO and how to 
achieve compliance; 

• Develop mechanism for supporting the 
NGOs to become compliant; 

Goal #2: Advocate for sustainable human 
development 

Objective #2: Become a conduit for effective 
public participation. 

Strategic Actions: 

• Seminars on national development 
issues; 

• Prepare concise Information Papers on 
important national issues from a 
governance perspective (e.g., UNCAC, 
re-registration, ICJ referendum, human 
smuggling/trafficking, and indigenous 
land rights); 

• Education campaign on important 
national issues; 

• Panel Discussions with experts on 
Governance. 

Objective #3: Promote and advocate for 
effective institutions and good governance.  

Strategic Actions: 

• Support the implementation of UNCAC 
in Belize; 

• Update the BNN membership on the 
status of UNCAC implementation; 

• Participate in public policy 
development; 

• Conduct institutional self-assessments 
of NGO members; and 

• Board development and strengthening 
for member NGOs. 

 
 

Belize Network of 
NGOs 

Newsletter 

 

2358 Hibiscus Street 
City of Belmopan, Belize; 

Belize13thSenator@gmail.com 

 

 

Steering Committee:          
Froyla Tzalam (SATIIM), Chair;                                 

Janelle Chanona (Oceana-
Belize), Vice Chair;                          

Armando Aban (Scouts 
Association), Treasurer;                                      
Amanda Acosta (BAS), 

Secretary;                                             
Evan Dakers (HelpAge), Director 

Osmany Salas (Senator), ex 
officio 

 

 

 

Abigail McKay (Legislation and Policy Officer) from 
RET International-Belize and Senator Osmany 
Salas displaying the BNN-RET MOU (Belize City, 
September 2018). 

BNN’s Strategic Direction 
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