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ADVOCATING FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

HIGHLIGHTS:

From the Chair
by Froyla Tzalam

I clearly remember that first meeting of
NGOs at the Belize Biltmore Plaza in October
2016. Excited but apprehensive about the
first meeting that had a sole goal – to elect
our Senator. Long promised but only realized
by the efforts of the BNTU’s 11‐day strike in
October 2016. We salute and acknowledge
the role of the teachers of Belize in their
unflinching quest for good governance.
The first action was to meet all the NGOs and
create a process for the election of the
Senator by the end of January 2017. We
acknowledge the role and advice of the then
Attorney General, Vanessa Retreage. By
November 2016 we had a core group of
representatives from good standing NGOs.
The Belize Network of NGOs (BNN) Steering
Committee pushed on to set up the process
for electing our Senator. There were 5
nominees for the post: Donovan Reneau,
Edilberto Romero, Janelle Chanona, Juan
Pablo Collado, and Osmany Salas.
After two rounds of voting, Osmany Salas
emerged as the first NGO Senator. We are
pleased to say that he is the first Senator to
sign a “contract” with his constituency – in
this case, the BNN. His report is included in
this newsletter.

There are some 900 civil society
organizations (CSOs) in Belize, including
churches, associations, cooperatives, and
non‐profits. NGOs represent a minority of
this CSO grouping with 144 registered NGOs.
Less than 30% of these are active and in good
standing. The reality is that many NGOs and
other civil society actors are not able to
comply with legal requirements under the
NGO Act and Companies Act. Assisting them
with information is a main goal of the BNN
Steering Committee. There is an interest in
reviewing the current NGO Act to make it
more inclusive and representative.
I want to thank our terrific BNN team. We
would not have achieved as much as we have
if we did not share a common vision and
knowledge that we can make our beautiful
country a more equal and diverse society
where we work together – pooling and
sharing our resources. I invite you to read the
following pages to update yourself on the
achievements of the Belize Network of NGOs
in 2017.
b'otik (“Thank you” in Mopan Maya)

Courtesy visits to the Prime
Minister and Leader of the
Opposition
Senator Osmany Salas and BNN Chair Froyla Tzalam
paid courtesy visits on February 1, 2017 to the Prime
Minister, Hon. Dean Barrow, and Leader of the
Opposition, Hon. John Briceño. The main purpose of the
visits was to assure the two political leaders that the
NGO community intends to meaningfully engage
Government, the Opposition and civil society on
matters pertaining to national development and in
BNN’s efforts to improve governance in Belize.
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UNCAC
Implementation
In the absence of the Prime Minister, Acting
Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister
Patrick Faber, officially signed the UNCAC
treaty on Friday, December 9, 2016, making
Belize the 184th country to sign this
convention.
The Convention focuses on five main parts:
Preventive Measures; Criminalization and
Law Enforcement; International
Cooperation; Asset Recovery; Technical
Assistance and Information Exchange. The
Convention details anti‐corruption measures
that signatories are required to implement
within their laws and institutions. These
measures aim at preventing corruption,
including domestic and foreign bribery,
embezzlement, trading in influence and
money laundering.
Since Belize’s accession, steps have been
made towards supporting implementation of
the Convention. UNDP Belize has been
supporting the implementation of the
UNCAC nationally through the project “The
Strengthening of National Systems to
Support UNCAC Implementation in Belize”

(SNC4UNCAC) which was initiated in
February 2017. Funding from the US
Embassy’s Central America Regional Security
Initiative will support the project in 2018‐
2019.
The Attorney General’s Ministry is named the
UNCAC Focal Point which is the national
counterpart with responsibility for
spearheading activities under the project.
The BNN is represented on the SNC4UNCAC
Project Board by Osmany Salas and Janelle
Chanona.

Photo courtesy of the San Pedro Sun.
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2017:


UNCAC Implementation Review Mechanism
Training and other training programmes



South‐South technical exchange to examine
Jamaica’s progress with UNCAC



Countries to conduct Independent Review of
Belize selected



Belize submits Comprehensive Self‐
Assessment Checklist to UNCAC Secretariat

Jamaica UNCAC Study Tour
by Osmany Salas

The Belize delegation and their
Jamaican hosts. The delegation was
hosted by UNDP Jamaica and the
Attorney General, focal point for
UNCAC and MISCIVIC, Attorney
General’s Chambers, Jamaica.

UNDP Belize and UNDP Jamaica and their
respective country counterparts collaborated
on a technical exchange from September 25‐
27, 2017, to facilitate knowledge sharing
between justice and governance institutions,
and between CSOs, involved in anti‐
corruption efforts in Belize and Jamaica. This
tour aimed to enable Belizean counterparts
to gain knowledge, resources and technical
expertise in areas relating to anti‐corruption
measures, including processes and best
practices for anti‐corruption policies, laws
and programmes. During this technical
exchange, participants:


Observed the anti‐corruption
systematic and technical functions of
key criminal justice and governance



institutions, as well as the associated
roles of CSOs, in Jamaica as they relate
to tackling corruption in line with the
UNCAC requirements; and
Were exposed to information on
Jamaica’s national experiences on the
implementation of UNCAC, as well as
first‐hand processes involved in utilizing
these governance and criminal justice
institutions to promote and implement
anti‐corruption efforts.

I participated on site visits and meetings with
the Attorney General’s Ministry, the Integrity
Commission, the Electoral Commission of
Jamaica, and National Integrity Action (a
CSO). For a copy of my trip report, please
contact belize13thsenator@gmail.com.
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HIGHLIGHTS:
Senator Osmany Salas signs
contract with his constituency –
the BNN – on 24 May 2017.

NGO Senator Sworn In
The official swearing in of BTIA President Osmany Salas
as the Senator representing the NGO community of
Belize was the first order of business in the Senate
meeting on Monday, January 30, 2017.

Update on Senate Meetings
by Osmany Salas

I was elected to represent the Belize NGO
community in the Senate on January 10,
2017, and was sworn in as a Senator at the
January 30th Senate meeting, eleven months
ago. Since then, I have participated in the
seven Senate meetings that have been
convened.

NGO Senator meets with FIU
Senator Osmany Salas met on November 28, 2017 with
the Designated Non‐Financial Businesses and
Professions working group of the Financial Intelligence
Unit to discuss the NGO sector in Belize.

FAST FACTS

10
Number of BNN Press Releases issued in 2017.

52
Number of Bills and Motions tabled at the Senate
between January 30 and December 13, 2017.

PENDING LEGISLATION
The following are pending legislation of interest
to the BNN:


Fisheries Resources Bill

The Orders of business dealt with
approximately 52 Bills and Motions, including
the Budget Debate held on March 27, 2017.

knowing that it was long overdue to increase
the penalties so that they would serve as an
effective deterrent against illegal logging and
rogue forest officers. Already, several illegal
loggers have been caught and have paid
dearly for breaking the law. This will go a
long way to supporting the work of the
beleaguered Forest Department and its
partner NGOs to improve the management
and protection of the national forest estate.


General Revenue Appropriation
(2017/2018) Act



Statutory Bodies Development
Contribution Act



PACT (Amendment) Act

Approved Legislation:

While all the Bills that were debated and
passed (and eventually were signed into law)
are important, I consider the following as
very consequential for our NGO membership
and those whom we serve:


Central Bank of Belize (International
Immunities) Act



Crown Proceedings (Amendment) Act

These two related Bills were introduced
ostensibly to immunize the Central Bank of
Belize from legal proceedings in other States,
and to make provisions relating to
enforcement of foreign judgments against
the Crown, among other provisions. The
seemingly endless litigation related to past
Government decisions have cost our country
many millions of dollars, and Government
sought to protect our foreign assets. The Bills
received unanimous support.


Forests (Amendment) Act

The Forest (Amendment) Bill provided for
the updating and restructuring of penalties
for infractions to more realistically effective
levels. I enthusiastically supported this Bill,

These three Bills and others related to the
National Budget (2017/2018) were tabled and
debated at the March 27th Senate Meeting. In
my presentation, I remarked that our
national budget is the closest thing to a
medium‐term economic development
planning tool that we have for our country.
The budget refers to the previous two fiscal
years (including the current) and looks ahead
at the next three years. However, our
Government views the budget as “indicative”
and, hence, did not formulate the budget
with realistic programme strategies and
activities, and key performance indicators.
This is one of the main reasons the private
sector and NGO community are deeply
cynical about our National Budget.
The PACT (Amendment) Bill was introduced
to vary the rate of the conservation fee
collected from every non‐Belizean departing
from any air border and to apportion such
fees into the Consolidated Revenue Fund.
This Bill effectively increased airport
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departure taxes, a move that was strongly
opposed by the tourism private sector
because it would raise the cost for travel to
Belize and possibly negatively affect tourism
arrivals. This Bill marked the first time in the
Senate’s history that a Bill introduced by the
Government was voted down. Nevertheless,
the Bill was still presented to the Governor
General for his assent in accordance with
section 78(1) of the Constitution of Belize,
since it was certified as a “Money Bill” by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives.


Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Act

On 25 October 2017, the Misuse of Drugs
(Amendment) Bill was approved by the
Senate, after robust and passionate debate. I
stated that in some respects the Bill is quite
progressive. Decriminalizing the possession
of small amounts of cannabis would assist

many Belizeans, who have been
disenfranchised because of the penalization
of marijuana possession. However, I noted
that the Bill went much further than had
been expected, thereby entering uncharted
waters. As a nation, we are not ready to
provide drug rehabilitation and counselling
support when this will be needed.


Petroleum Operations (Maritime Zone
Moratorium) Bill

The Petroleum Operations (Maritime Zone
Moratorium) Bill was unanimously approved
by the Senate on December 13, 2017. The Bill
legislates an indefinite moratorium on
offshore oil exploration in Belize’s territorial
waters and Exclusive Economic Zone. The
Bill will now be taken to the Governor
General for his assent. The Belize Coalition to
Save Our Natural Heritage, and its member

4
NGOs, worked assiduously for several years
to make this historic law a reality.
Pending Legislation:



Fisheries Resources Bill

Environmental NGOs, many of them BNN
members, have been working closely and
with much dedication to ensure the
introduction and passage of the Fisheries
Resources Bill. This Bill aims to promote
long‐term conservation, management, and
sustainable use of the fisheries resources of
Belize; to provide for fishing and registration
of fishing vessels which desire to fish within
Belize waters; and to repeal the Fisheries
Act.

The function of the
Belize Network of NGOs
by Froyla Tzalam, BNN Chair

In early meetings of the Belize Network of
NGOs (BNN), discussions centered on what
the role and function of our NGO Network
would be as an umbrella organization
beyond electing an NGO Senator. Would our
focus be advocacy on national issues for
policy changes? For what outcome? To
provide tangible support to BNN members?
How would BNN function? Would we have a
Secretariat with its own office and staff, or
function through the work of our members?
From the discussions it was clear that
collectively, we do not want BNN to compete
with any of our members, who are already
carrying out valuable and good work, or for

resources which
are already in
short supply.
Another pressing
topic was how
decisions would
be made by BNN
on public communications (press releases),
positions of national importance, and
technical support to our Senator. We have
learnt a lot and tried many ways to get
feedback from members in a timely manner.
We are not there yet. We realized that we
needed to have a BNN strategic plan, a guide
to moving forward collectively.
The Steering Committee spent many days
under the competent and pro bono guidance
of Raineldo Guerrero to develop a basic
structure of BNN’s strategic plan: its vision
and mission based on the United Nation’s
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Globally, SDGs are how NGOs and others
working for human and social development
will be able to assess their work. Every day
we work is a step towards the fulfillment of
these goals. The challenges we work under

include lack of resources, staff, volunteers,
and time. We all lose when we are not aware
or informed of decisions affecting the use of
Belize’s resources. Therefore, we saw an
opportunity to make effective change. The
next two pages of this newsletter outlines
our proposed strategic direction.
PHOTOS:
TOP: NGO Senator, Osmany Salas, conducted
focus group sessions in March 2017 with
representatives of the NGO community and
private sector on the proposed National Budget
for Fiscal Year 2017/2018.
LEFT: Senator Osmany Salas and Chair of the
Belize Network of NGOs, Froyla Tzalam, on the
set of the Open Your Eyes show. (April 20, 2017)
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PUBLIC AWARENESS:

BNN & the SDGs
by Janelle Chanona, BNN Vice Chair

On behalf of our members, I thank the
United Nations country team for inviting the
Belize Network of Non‐Governmental
Organizations (BNN) to participate in this
first ever Sustainable Development Goals
Knowledge Fair. This event is an invaluable
opportunity for Belize’s civil society to share
information on ongoing efforts on the
ground and in the water; an opportunity to
network with other entities and an
opportunity to raise awareness among
Belizeans about our individual responsibility
and collective role in the achievement of the
2030 agenda for sustainable development.
This effort is an all hands‐on deck moment.
And our single biggest mistake would be to
think someone else will do it for us.
Only through the coordinated collaboration
and cooperation by civil society, the
Government of Belize, the private sector and
public, can we protect the planet, fight
poverty, end inequality and injustice and
tackle the greatest common threat we have
ever known, climate change, and all within
the next decade. It’s ambitious but not
impossible.
The Belize Network of NGOs seeks to be
the unified voice of Non‐Governmental
Organizations in Belize advocating for
good governance to achieve sustainable
human development (Vision). Whatever we
do will be guided by the Core Values of:
Integrity, Unity among our membership,
Inclusivity in relation to ideas and
involvement, Transparency and
accountability, and Mutual trust and respect.
Ours is a diverse membership with various
stages of development and levels of needs,
but we all aspire to good governance for
sustainable development. As a network, we
will seek to create good governance
through avenues such as advocacy,
position statements, and representation
(Mission). We aim to do this via
Collaboration, Cooperation, Open and
effective communication, Mediation,
Meaningful and active participation in our
system of governance, and by Promoting
political reform.
Our first major goal is to be the Unified Voice
of NGOs. A critical first step is to ensure that
the more than a hundred registered NGOs
are in full compliance with the requirements

of the NGO Act. This will go a long way
towards making Belizeans at home and
abroad aware of the critical contributions of
the NGO community to the national
landscape and economy.
Our second goal is closely linked to SDG#4 –
Quality Education: Ensure inclusive and
quality education for all and promote lifelong
learning. The BNN will tirelessly advocate for
sustainable human development by
becoming a conduit for meaningful and
effective public participation. Belizeans
embracing their role in governance is
essential to transparency, accountability,
sustainable public policies as well as in
building strong institutions, fostering just
and peaceful communities.
Along that vein, the BNN is also very much
involved in promoting SDG #16 – Peace,
Justice and Strong Institutions: Promote just,
peaceful and inclusive societies. We are a
member of the Project Board that is steering
the implementation of the United Nation’s
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC).
Next month, and leading up to World Anti‐
Corruption Day on December 9th, we are
participating in the events being organized to
commemorate the first anniversary of the
signing of the UNCAC in Belize. The BNN is
organizing a high level National Symposium
to discuss challenges brought about by
corruption as well as opportunities for good
governance in Belize. This event will be open
and free to the public and is just the first of a
series of concrete actions the BNN will
organize on the topic of good governance.
A sea of challenges is before us; so too must
we rise to take them on. And we must do so
together. As Margaret Mead put it, “Never
doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”
Note: This speech was delivered by Janelle
Chanona on behalf of the Belize Network of
NGOs at the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals Knowledge Fair, 23
November 2017, Civic Center, Belmopan
City, Belize.

The Morning Show
NGO Senator and the Chair of the Belize Network of
NGOs on the set of the Love TV Morning Show.
(February 1, 2017)

Open Your Eyes
NGO Senator, Osmany Salas, and NTUCB
Representative, Hubert Enriquez, discuss the status of
implementation of the United Nations Convention
against Corruption (UNCAC) in Belize and their
experiences on the Jamaica UNCAC Study Tour. Senator
Salas and Mr. Enriquez are members of the Board
overseeing the project "Strengthening National
Capacities for the implementation of UNCAC in Belize".
(November 28, 2017)

National Symposium on Corruption
The National Symposium on Corruption held on
December 11, 2017, and co‐sponsored by the BNN,
UNDP‐Belize, and the Attorney General’s Ministry was
well attended. The event celebrated the first anniversary
of UNCAC signature in Belize, and commemorated
International Anti‐Corruption Day. The need to enhance
capacities to implement anti‐corruption programmes
and policies nationally was discussed.
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BNN’s Strategic Direction (proposed)
Goal #1: Be the Unified Voice of NGOs



Objective #1: All registered NGOs are in
compliance with the NGO Act.
Strategic Actions:





Determine reason for non‐compliance;
Conduct needs‐based survey among the
membership;
Distribute brochure from AG’s Ministry
on what makes an NGO and how to
achieve compliance;
Develop mechanism for supporting the
NGOs to become compliant;

Goal #2: Advocate for sustainable human
development
Objective #2: Become a conduit for effective
public participation.
Strategic Actions:


Seminars on national development
issues;




Prepare concise Information Papers on
important national issues from a
governance perspective (e.g., UNCAC,
re‐registration, ICJ referendum, human
smuggling/trafficking, and indigenous
land rights);
Education campaign on important
national issues;
Panel Discussions with experts on
Governance.

Objective #3: Promote and advocate for
effective institutions and good governance.
Strategic Actions:






Support the implementation of UNCAC
in Belize;
Update the BNN membership of the
status of UNCAC implementation;
Participate in public policy
development;
Conduct institutional self‐assessments
of NGO members;
Board development and strengthening
for member NGOs.

Belize Network of
NGOs
Newsletter

2358 Hibiscus Street
City of Belmopan, Belize;
Belize13thSenator@gmail.com
Steering Committee:
Froyla Tzalam (SATIIM), Chair;
Janelle Chanona (Oceana‐
Belize), Vice Chair;
Armando Aban (Scouts
Association), Treasurer;
Amanda Acosta (BAS),
Secretary;
Evan Dakers (HelpAge), Director
Osmany Salas (Senator), ex
officio

Source: Attorney General’s Ministry (October 2017)

